
Independent examiner's report on the
accounts

Report to the trusbeesl
members of LA VIDA Vital Investment for Development Aid in Latin America

On accounts tor the year 31 December 2015
ended

Charity no 1115796
(if any)

Set out on pages

Respective
responsibilities of

trustees and examiner

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.
The charity's tnrstees consider that an audit is not required for this year
under secbon 144 of the Charities Act 2011 (the Charibes Act) and thai an
independent examinabon is needed.
It is my responsibility to:
~ ex@nine the accounts under secbon 145 of the Charities Act,
~ to fc4ow the procedums laid down in the general Directions given by the

Charity Commission (under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act, and
~ to state whether par5cular matters have come to my attenbon.

Basis of independent
examiner's statement

Independent
examiner's statement

My examination was carried out in accordance with general Directions given
by the Charity Commission. An exaninabon includes a review of the
accounbng records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts
presented with those records. It also includes considerabon of any unusual
items or disdosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from the
trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not
provide aI the evidence that would be required in an audit, and
consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a 'true
and fair' view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the
statement below.

In connection with my examintriion. no matter has come to my attention
(other than that disdcsed txriow ')
1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in, any material respect,

the requirements:
~ to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the

Charities Act; and
~ to prepare accounts which accord with the accounling records and

comply with the accounting requirements of the Charities Act
have not been met; or

2. to which, in my opinion. attention should be drawn in order to enable a
proper understanding cf the accounts to be reached.

Reese dsfefe the wordsin fhe bracketsif they do nof apply.

Date: 1849-16

Name: Tracey Falero

IER

Relevant professional
qualification(s) or body

(lf any):

Association of Chartered Accountants (ACA)



ohio LA VIDA

Gordon House, Gordon Avenue, London, SW14 8DZ

UK

Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight material problems.
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Trustees' Annual Report for the period
r Period alert dale Period end dale

From To

LA VIDA Vital Investment for DeveloPment Aid in Latin
America

Other names charity is known by

Registered charity number (if any) 1115796

Charity's PrinciPal addmss LA VIDA

Gordon Avenue, London

Postcode SyW4 8DZ

Nmnes of the charity trustees who manage the charity

Trualee name

1 KATY VATIS

2 HELEN ILSLEY

3 LISA SMART

4 ROSIE BICHARD

ANA BEATRIZ
ALENCAR

6 ZARELA FEENEY

7

8
9

10
11

12

13
14

15
16

17

18
19

20

Omce (if any)

TREASURER

TRUSTEE

TRUSTEE

TRUSTEE

TRUSTEE

Name of peraon (or body) ensiled
to a truaree if

Nmnes of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees)



Names and addresses of advisers (Optional informadon)

of adviser Name Address

ndependent Examiner Mrs Tracey Falero clo Gordon House, Gordon Avenue. London SW14 8OZ

tame of chief executive or nwnes of senior staff members (Optional information)

~ e ~ ~ ~

Description of the charity's trusts

Type of governing document

How the charity is costituted

Trustee sehcbon methods
APPOINTED BY EXISTING TRUSTEES

Addidonal governance issues (Optional information)

You may choose to include
additional information. where
relevant. about:

~ policies and procedures
adopted for the eduction and
training of trustees;

~ the charity's organlsa5onal
structure and any wider
network with which the charity
works;

~ relabonstvp with any related
parbes;

~ trustees consldsfabon of
major risks and the system
and procedlxes to manage
them.

IA VIDA —Tnxaee Selec5on Process Statement
Interest in the Latin American region and improving the condi5ons
of Iis people.
Meet skills and experience that add value to the board such as

good rela5onships with potential sponsors and shong marketing
skills for fundraising.
Good character
Nomination by one of the Trustees
Unanimous approval by current Trustees

~ ~

Summary of the objects of the
charity set out in its
govellllrlg doclallent

To flxther any charitatde purpose for the benelit of disadvantaged people
residing permanently in Latin America. In particular, by preserving and
protec5ng health, relieving sickness. relieving poverty and advancing
educa5on.



Provide funding for specific health and education projects identified in
any country in Latin America.

Sixmnary of the main
activities undertaken for the
public benefit in relation to
these objects (include within
this section the statutory
declaration that trustees have
had regard to the guidance
issued by the Charity
Commission on pubfic
benefit)

La Vida is 100%volunteer run. AH of the Trustees and Executive
Commifiee work on a voluntary basis and aim to keep expenses to a
minimum so the money raised goes directly to the project beneficiaries.

Donations and fundraising have aNowed us to improve and directly
benefit the lives of over 30,000 (children and their families) across Latin
America.

We continue to fund heafih and education prcjjects throughout the region.
In 2015, we continued to support our existing one)oing projects in Brazil.
Bolivia, Colombia and Peru. The new projects we funded were a nubition
programme for children living in a deprived area of Peru, txsN 10
ecologicial stoves in Guatemala, provided funds for a 'Childline' in
Cokxnbia, youth workshops in Brazil in drug prevention and funded a
year's supply of mHk for disabled children in Mexico.

Additional details of objectives and acfivities (Optional informafion)

Policy on grant making;
The Trustees of LA VIDA endeavour to directly grant funding to specific
projects that relieve sickness and /or improve education in any Lalin
American country. Preference will be given to independent projects. but
trustees could also look to partner with kical organisations that will see
through the success and completion of compeNing projects in health and
education in Latin America.

You may choose to indude
further statements, where
relevant, about

~ policy on grantmahng;

~ pohcy programme related
investment;

~ contribution made by
volunteers.

The project committee meets every ~ months to discuss and approve
new project proposals. We assess our projects in depth and have a
rigorous election process. Each grant application has to complete our
project proposal form and give proof of identity of their organisation and
the people running it, 2 years of bank statements. Every project we
support has a partnership agreement signed by La Vida and the
organisation receiving the project funding with us which includes aH of our
eporting requirements. The agreement outfines the timeline of the

project with the final goaki to be reached, afi of our reporting
requirements such as photos of the project, receipts for items purchased

The executive committee of 12 people. afi of whom are volunteers,
continues to help organise the fundraising evenls, develop the website.
publish newsletters and broaden the reach of the charity.



Summary of the main
achievements of the charity
during the year

In 2015, we raised f55,970. Most funding this year came from donations.
but we also hekl an ait gallery event with a silent auction. We also had a
fashion show event which induded a raffie and small auction.

During 2015, we granted %49.410 to causes across Latin America. We
continued to support the fogowing projects:

~ In Aigg~: Todos Juntos - This prolect provides
disadvantaged children vnth a reason to smile They run a free
dental, prevention & educational programme for
disadvantaged children fiving in a deprived area of Santa
Martin in Buenos Aires.

~ lnpnl —La Vida has continued to provide scholiaships to 46
kids from an under~leged area in Lima to attend the VNla
Maria School.

~ Inlni - La Vide continued to support Helping Hands
students enabling them to continue their university studies.

s ~ln gl~mig —La Vide conbnued to support the Poder Joven
Foundation, in particular their program Casa Maren. which is
located in Medefiin. This house assists 75 chikhen between
the ages of 3 and 12 that live in precanous conditions. Poder
Joven provide a preventative program that helps at risk
children find a better alternative to the streets through our
funding.

New disbursements in 2015

~ ~:We partnered with New Life Mexico to provide milk to
40 children in a disabled centre, Pasitos del Luz. for a year.

~ Quy~ml: We teamed up with New Life Une and Small
Change 4 Big Change to bugd 10 ecological stoves for
families living in rural Guatemala

~ ~lgmmli~ Corpdafin is a ChikNine service in Cdombia run by
Children Change Colombia. We provided funds for this

e Qggil: We supported Viva a Vide, an organisation working to
prevent drug us in Bahia by running workshops.

No funds approved for new projects in 2016



Brief statenient of the
charity's policy on reserves

For this year. we will not have a minimum reserve level. We anticipate
2016 will be a diilicult year to raise funds so we have committed all
existing funds to support our current ongoing projects for anoiher year.

Details of any funds materially
in deficit

Further financial review details (Optional information)

You may choose to inciude
additional information, where
re@vent about
~ the charity's principal

sources of funds (indvding
any fundraising):

~ how expenditure has
supported the key objectives
of the chanty

~ inveslmenl policy and
objectives Ihcludlllg any
ethical investnient policy
adopted.

~ - ~ ~ ~ ~

~ . . ~

The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees' report above.

Signed on behalf of the charity's trustees

t ~.L
1'i

Full name(a) KATY VATIS

CHAIRposition (eg Secretary, Chair,
etc)

q I,' '-. g ~ t 1 x. g

HELEN ILSLEY

T~.r Ohio, ip r ~
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